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DEPT ALSO PASS TO USIA/IAA 

REF: CAPE TOWN 529 

1. AS WE STOOD TO GO AT END OF MY FIRST CALL ON SAG FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS SECRETARY FRAND FOURIE MAY 13, DCM CASUALLY MENTIONED THAT 
WE WANTED FOURIE TO KNOW THAT OUR USIS PEOPLE WERE TALKING WITH 
YMCA AND AFRICAN MUSIC AND DRAMA ASSOCIATION (AMDA) IN SOWETO 
ABOUT HELPING ESTABLISH READING ROOM IN SPACE MADE AVAILABLE BY 
YMCA FOR AMDA AND THAT WE WOULD BE PROVIDING SOME FURNISHINGS, 
BOOKS, FILMS, AND MUSIC TAPES. FOURIE LOOKED SLIGHTLY PUZZLED 
AT FIRST, THEN SMILED AND COMMENTED SIMPLY THAT HE ASSUMED THAT THE 
FILMS WOULD BE "SUITABLY SELECTED." WE ASSURED HIM THEY WOULD BE. 

2. WHILE OUR MENTION OF READING ROOM AND FOURIE'S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
THEREOF SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN AS EITHER REQUEST FOR OR A GRANT OF, SAG 
PERMISSION TO OPEN READING ROOM IN SOWETO, IT ACCOMPLISHED OUR 
MAIN PURPOSE OF INFORMING SAG AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF OUR 
INTENTIONS IN THIS REGARD. WHILE SAG COULD CONCEIVABLY RAISE 
OBJECTION AT SOME LATER TIME, IT IS OUR JUDGMENT THAT FOURIE 
WOULD HAVE CAUTIONED US TO CHEEK WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES HAD HE 
SEEN ANY SERIOUS PROBLEM WITH OUR PLAN. THUS, EVEN THOUGH WE 
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THE PLANNED READING ROOM, WE BELIEVE IT WILL BE USEFUL TO BE ABLE 
TO SAY THAT WE AT LEAST MENTIONED THE PROIECT TO THE DEPT OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

3. NEEDLESS TO SAY, WE INTEND TO OPERATE THE READING ROOM IN A 
STRAIGHTFORWARD, LOW-KEY MANNER, AVOIDING ANY DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES 
THAT WOULD DRAW ADVERSE ATTENTION OR CRITICISM FROM SAG 
AUTHORITIES. 
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